
Yasir Arafat: A Political Biography
 Free Ebooks

 Mario Livio

http://ebook-download.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/EJBo/OPMw/nAyEX/Yasir-Arafat-A-Political-Biography-Judith-Colp-Rubin
http://ebook-download.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/EJBo/OPMw/nAyEX/Yasir-Arafat-A-Political-Biography-Judith-Colp-Rubin
http://ebook-download.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/EJBo/OPMw/nAyEX/Yasir-Arafat-A-Political-Biography-Judith-Colp-Rubin
http://ebook-download.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/EJBo/OPMw/nAyEX/Yasir-Arafat-A-Political-Biography-Judith-Colp-Rubin


Yasir Arafat stands as one of the most resilient, recognizable and controversial political figures of
modern times. The object of unrelenting suspicion, steady admiration and endless speculation,
Arafat has occupied the center stage of Middle East politics for almost four decades. Yasir Arafat
is the most comprehensive political biography of this remarkable man.Forged in a tumultuous
era of competing traditionalism, radicalism, Arab nationalism, and Islamist forces, the
Palestinian movement was almost entirely Arafat's creation, and he became its leader at an early
age. Arafat took it through a dizzying series of crises and defeats, often of his own making, yet
also ensured that it survived, grew, and gained influence. Disavowing terrorism repeatedly, he
also practiced it constantly. Arafat's elusive behavior ensured that radical regimes saw in him a
comrade in arms, while moderates backed him as a potential partner in peace.After years of
devotion to armed struggle, Arafat made a dramatic agreement with Israel that let him return to
his claimed homeland and transformed him into a legitimized ruler. Yet at the moment of decision
at the Camp David summit and afterward, when he could have achieved peace and a
Palestinian state, he sacrificed the prize he had supposedly sought for the struggle he could not
live without.Richly populated with the main events and dominant leaders of the Middle East, this
detailed and analytical account by Barry Rubin and Judith Colp Rubin follows Arafat as he
moves to Kuwait, Syria, Jordan, Lebanon, Tunisia, and finally to Palestinian-ruled soil. It shows
him as he rewrites his origins, experiments with guerrilla war, develops a doctrine of terrorism,
fights endless diplomatic battles, and builds a movement, constantly juggling states, factions,
and world leaders.Whole generations and a half-dozen U.S. presidents have come and gone
over the long course of Arafat's career. But Arafat has outlasted them all, spanning entire eras,
with three constants always present: he has always survived, he has constantly seemed
imperiled, and he has never achieved his goals. While there has been no substitute for Arafat,
the authors conclude, Arafat has been no substitute for a leader who could make peace.
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Eric Langager, “He Never Missed an Opportunity to Miss an Opportunity. I suppose I can be
forgiven for being just a bit skeptical of a book about a radical Arab written by a couple American
Jews. Could it ever have any claim to objectivity? Maybe in an American bookstore, I would
have been inclined to pass it up. But I live in Beijing, China, where such books don't grow on
trees. A Chinese friend put the book in my hands. I have been a bit puzzled and curious about
the way Arafat is viewed as a revolutionary hero in China, yet China strives to maintain good
relations with Israel, a nation whose very existence Arafat never accepted. So I read the
book.Actually, I was pleasantly surprised. I'm not saying that the book is totally objective in every
respect. But it is a very well-written discussion of the relationship problems Arafat had, both with
Israel, and with the leaders of the Arab nations, who were supposed to be his supporters.
Bottom line: Arafat didn't get along with anyone.In one sense, Arafat made this book for the
writers, because he was so consistent in his complete inability to come to some kind of workable
agreement with Israel. His whole life and work epitomized Abba Eban's statement about the
Palestinians, who "never miss an opportunity to miss an opportunity." Personally, I don't think
the statement is entirely fair when applied to the Palestinians, but it certainly is an appropriate
statement about Arafat, who never gave up fighting the nation with whom he, more than any
Arab before him, had the opportunity to make peace. If the peacemakers are blessed, Arafat is
among the most cursed of all men. So how did such an ornery cuss gain such prominence?
Part of his success is certainly due to his knack for self-promotion, and the brazenness of his
contempt for Israel. But I must also admit that I fear much of his prominence came from the lack
of regard for the plight of the Palestinians by Israel. Sarah didn't want Ishmael in her house, so
the bondwoman had to leave. Israel seems to have the same feeling about the Palestinians.
They shouldn't be part of the family. Israelis often protest when I talk about this, because (and
they are right about this) Palestinians living in Israel have the same rights as Jews. The problem,
though, is that many of the Palestinians do not live in Israel proper, and thus are not entitled to
those rights. And the Israelis certainly have not invited them all in. That, really, is the point. I
don't want to get carried away on that point, but it has to be mentioned in order to keep this in
perspective. What I mean is that we should not blame Arafat for all the problems between the
Palestinians and the Jews. He did not create the situation he so hopelessly mismanaged.
Arafat's problem is that he just could not bring himself to accept any arrangement that allowed
Israel to exist.This is a good book. It is very negative, but I don't think unfairly so. I am assuming
that this book is not your only source of information on the whole Israeli--Palestinian problem. I
do feel that the Israelis have not cared enough about the plight of the Palestinians. This book
does not stand alone. There needs to be much more exploration into the problem as a whole.
But as far as Arafat himself is concerned, the authors did an excellent job of showing how much
he stood in the way of progress on this issue, and the extent to which he was responsible for
promoting violence even to the end of his life. As historians, their job is not finished. But as



prosecutors, they won their case hands down.”

J. A Magill, “An excellent addition to the literature. Yasser Arafat's centrality to the Middle East
equation is hard to deny. An impressive survivor, he continues to command considerable power
and clout despite the countless times his adversaries have declared him irrelevant. With this in
mind, Rubin and Rubin have done students of the Middle East a great service with this able
biography, by far the most complete of the five so far published. The authors track Arafat from
his student days in Egypt, through his transition from one of the founders of modern terrorism to
a leader commanding considerable respect on the world stage. The authors offer considerable
analysis of his most fateful and often disastrous decisions, from attempting to overthrow the king
of Jordan that led to the so called Black September Massacre, to his decision to back Saddam
Hussein in the first gulf war. Through all of this a telling portrait of Arafat emerges, though not
one that his acolytes would necessarily appreciate.Arafat's ability to play world powers off each
other, first the Soviets off the US and now the Europeans off the US, is justifiably legendary. The
authors do an excellent job explaining how he does this, understanding the essential goals of
each and inserting himself into their strategy. What emerges is a man whose greatest concern is
not his people, but his role in history and that he should never be seen as "the traitor who made
peace with the Jews." Indeed, he is quoted when he rejected the Camp David Accords that he
did not want to be the man who was seen as accepting the Jewish States right to exist. The
Rubin?s do not seek to turn Arafat into some sort of evil monster, but rather to put him in the
context of his culture, his times, and his values. From this perspective, his motivations and
actions become not only clear, but quite calculating and shrewd.The most interesting of the
authors' conclusions is that through out his long career, Arafat may have changed tactics, but
that his strategy and goals remain virtually unchanged. Going back to the early 70's Arafat freely
spoke of the idea of establishing a presence on some portion of the land between the
Mediterranean and the Jordan by any means and then using it as a base from which to attack,
demoralize, and eventually destroy the Jewish State. Given recent events it seems the world
would have done well to listen to what he had to say.”

Gamlan, “He was no Mandela. Arafat was an interesting character, and unlike many of those
around him not corrupt. His weakness was in not knowing when it was time to call a halt to death
and destruction that.He signed up to making peace with the Israelis but then could not face
giving up the right, as he saw it, to destroy Israel, unleashing the terrible suicide bombings that
killed and injured thousands of Israelis in 2002. This was in response to the israeli prime minister
of the time having offered 95% of the lands taken in the 1967 war to Arafat ( Recently Olmert
offered 100% including splitting Jerusalem with the palestinians, and that was still rejected
because it didn't allow for the 'right of return' of millions of descendants of those who had made
war on Israel, to go to live in Israel rather than a palestinian state).Rubin recounts the early
history of Arafat and goes on to recount how he not only sowed mayhem and destruction in



Israel, but everywhere he went in the arab world, in the disputed lands of Judea and Samaria to
Jordan (king Hussein kicked Arafat out and killed 10,000 of his men) and to Beirut. After years of
provocation, terror and missile attacks on its cities, Israel allowed Arafat to leave Beirut in 1982
rather than be killed. Sharon regretted the decision not to kill Arafat later on, considering the
thousands of lives that decision was later to cost.Rubin recounts that the Tunisians were so
worried when Arafat descended there that they more or less kept Arafat and his men prisoner in
a ghetto of their own.Arafat had great charisma and was respected by his people. If he had
decided to call a halt to the terrorism and shared the land between himself and the Israelis there
would be peace in Israel and Palestine now. But Arafat could not do it. And Abbas who followed
him has been to weak to sign up to peace even if he wants to.The tragedy of the palestinians is
their leaders.”

Roshan Mohanty, “Excellent book. Excellent book”
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